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grown man who flaunted childhood's winsomeness and
inconsequence before their offended eyes. Whenever
he was told No, he always responded with a bland
Why? He was cocky and cocksure, and in the end,
like many another venturesome cherub, he was caught
in the scaly toils of the nasty dragon.
The dramatist would think of the life of De Lesseps
as a classic Tragedy in three acts, I have turned those
acts into three books and confined myself to a plain and
straightforward narrative; but I have not been
unaware of the dramatic possibilities even when I have
not developed them, and perhaps it will give readers
additional interest to enlarge upon them in their own
imaginations. I have been more concerned to bring
out the philanthropic aspects of this life, using that
word in its literal sense. I have also, as this is an
English biography, stressed the connections of Fer-
dinand de Lesseps with Great Britain more than has
been done by the French writers. To the best of my
knowledge there has been no adequate life of De
Lesseps in English, and in view of the present state of
world affairs and the Mediterranean question I believe
the subject to be both timely and topical.
I am indebted to a great many printed sources for
my information, most of which are acknowledged in the
bibliography at the end of the book. In my translations
from the French I hope that I have not made any
serious blunders, and that I have conveyed something
of the spirit of the original. I am particularly grateful
to the Suez Canal Company for assisting me with
material, and for their kindness in loaning me plates.
HUGH J. SCHONFIELD.